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portant work. You will please to recollect,
sir, that during one hundred and sixty years
of our childhood we were in our nonage;
respecting our parent and looking up to her
for books, science, and improvements. From
her we borrowed much learning and some
prejudices, which time alone can remove.
And be assured, Dr. Priestley, that the
parent is yet to derive some scientific im-
provements from the child. r Some false
theories, some errors in science, which the
British nation has imbibed from illustrious
men, and nourished from an implicit reli-
ance on their authority, are to be prostrated
by the penetrating genius of America."

It is plain that Webster, aware of the de-
ficiencies of his country in learning, was not
rendered entirely submissive by his knowl-
edge, and was not at all disposed to accept
the relation of pupilage as a permanent one.
He worked with such material as he had,
and as a part of the intellectual movement
of the day brought for his contribution both
industry and an elastic hope.